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Project	Gutenberg	66.111	Free	eBooks	13	by	William	James	Author	James,	William,	1842-1910	Pragmatism	Title:	a	new	name	for	some	old	ways	of	thinking	sequel	to	note:	the	meaning	of	the	truth.	Contents	the	current	dilemma	in	philosophy	-	what	pragmatism	means	-	some	metaphysical	problems	considered	pragmatically	-	one	and	many-
pragmatism	and	common	sense	-	the	conception	of	pragmatism	of	truthfulness	-	pragmatism	and	humanism	-	pragmatism	and	religion.	Language	English	LOC	Class	B:	Philosophy,	Psychology,	Religion	Subject	Pragmatism	Category	Ebook	text.	5116	Release	Date	February	1,	2004	Status	of	Copyright	Public	Domain	in	United	States.	Download	839
downloads	in	the	last	30	days.	Project	Gutenberg	Books	is	always	free!	To	the	memory	of	John	Stuart	Mill	from	which	I	learned	for	the	first	time	the	opening	of	the	pragmatic	mind	and	that	he	loves	my	imagination	to	imagine	how	our	leader	was	alive	today.	Preface	[edit]	The	following	lessons	were	delivered	to	the	Lowell	Institute	of	Boston	in
November	and	December	1906,	and	in	January	1907,	at	Columbia	University,	in	New	York.	They	are	printed	as	delivered,	without	developments	or	notes.	The	pragmatic	movement,	the	so-called	-	I	don't	like	the	name,	but	apparently	it's	too	late	to	change	it	...	it	seems	to	be	rather	suddenly	precipitated	out	of	the	air.	A	number	of	trends	that	have
always	existed	in	philosophy	have	everything	immediately	conscious	of	themselves	collectively,	and	their	combined	mission;	And	this	occurred	in	many	countries,	and	from	many	different	points	of	view,	it	was	a	very	unkembling	declaration.	I	tried	to	unify	the	image	as	it	occurs	in	my	eyes,	deals	with	wide	traits	and	avoiding	minute	controversy.	A	lot
of	futile	controversy	could	have	been	avoided,	I	believe,	if	our	critics	had	been	willing	to	wait	until	we	had	our	message	in	a	fair	way.	If	my	lessons	affect	any	reader	in	the	general	subject,	you	will	last	without	reading	to	read	further.	So	give	him	some	references.	In	America,	"studies	in	John	Dewey's	logic	theory	are	the	foundations.	Read	from	Dewey
the	articles	in	the	philosophical	review,	vol.	XV,	pp.	113	and	465,	in	mind,	vol.	XV,	p.	293,	and	in	the	magazine	of	philosophy,	vol.	IV,	p.	197.	Probably	the	best	statements	to	start	however,	are	FCS	Schiller's	in	its	"studies	in	humanismism",	especially	the	numbered	essays	I,	V,	VI,	VII,	XVIII	and	XIX.	His	Previous	essays	and	in	general	the	subjectural
literature	of	the	subject	is	fully	indicated	in	his	far-page	notes.	Furthermore,	see	G.	Milhaud:	Le	Rationel,	1898,	and	the	refined	articles	of	Le	Roy	in	the	revue	de	metaphysics,	Vols.	7	,	8	and	9.	Also	the	articles	of	Blondel	and	de	Sailly	in	Annales	de	Philosophie	Chretienne,	4me	series,	Vols.	2	and	3.	Papini	announces	a	book	on	pragmatism,	in	the
French	language,	to	be	published	very	soon.	To	avoid	at	least	a	misunderstanding,	let	me	say	that	there	is	no	logical	connection	between	pragmatism,	as	I	understand	it,	And	a	doctrine	that	I	recently	exposed	as	"radical	empiricism".	The	latter	is	on	his	feet.	It	can	be	rejected	entirely	and	still	be	a	pragmatic.	Harvard	University,	April	1907.	Conference
I:	The	current	dilemma	in	philosophy	[edit]	in	the	preface	to	that	admirable	collection	of	essays	of	his	"heretics"	calls,	writes	that	"ChesterTon	writes	these	words:"	There	are	some	people	-	and	I	am	One	of	them	-	who	thinks	that	the	most	practical	and	important	thing	about	a	man	is	still	his	vision	of	the	universe.	We	think	that	for	a	hostess	who
considers	a	renter,	it	is	important	to	know	the	income	of	her,	but	even	more	important	to	know	the	philosophy	of	her.	We	think	that	for	a	general	to	fight	an	enemy,	it	is	important	to	know	the	numbers	of	the	enemy,	but	even	more	important	to	know	the	philosophy	of	the	enemy.	We	think	the	question	does	not	If	the	cosmos	theory	affects	questions,
but	if,	in	the	long	term,	anything	else	strikes.	"I	think	with	Mr.	Chesterton	in	this	matter.	I	know	you,	ladies	and	gentlemen,	have	a	philosophy,	each	one	each	All	of	you,	and	that	the	most	interesting	and	important	thing	about	you	is	the	way	it	determines	the	perspective	in	your	many	worlds.	You	know	the	same	as	me.	Yet	confessing	a	certain	tremor
to	the	audacity	of	the	enterprise	I'm	about	to	start.	For	the	philosophy	that	is	so	important	in	each	of	us	is	not	a	technical	question;	It	is	more	or	less	stupid	than	what	it	honestly	means	and	deeply	means.	It	is	only	partially	obtained	from	books;	It	is	our	way	in	single	way	to	see	and	feel	the	total	boost	and	the	pressure	of	the	cosmos.	I	don't	have	the
right	to	presume	that	many	of	you	are	cosmos	students	in	the	sense	of	the	classroom,	yet	here	I'm	wishing	to	be	interested	in	a	philosophy	that	has	not	been	treated	technically.	I	would	like	to	fill	you	with	a	simultaneous	trend	in	which	I	believe	deeply,	yet	I	have	to	talk	as	a	professor	to	you	who	are	not	students.	Whatever	the	professor	who	a
professor	believes	in	must	in	any	case	be	a	universe	that	lends	itself	a	long	time.	A	universe	definable	in	two	sentences	is	something	for	which	the	professor	intellect	has	no	use.	No	faith	in	everything	about	that	economic	type!	I	heard	friends	and	colleagues	try	to	spread	the	philosophy	in	this	same	room,	but	soon	they	dry,	and	then	the	technical
results,	and	the	results	were	only	partially	encouraging.	So	my	company	is	bold.	The	founder	of	the	pragmatism	itself	has	recently	given	a	conference	course	at	the	Lowell	Institute	with	that	same	word	in	its	title-flashes	with	brilliant	light	raised	against	Cimmerian's	darkness!	Nothing	of	us,	I	liked	it,	I	understood	everything	he	said-yet	here	I'm,
making	a	very	similar	venture.	I	risk	it	because	the	different	lessons	I	talk	about	Drew	-	brought	a	good	audience.	There	is,	it	must	be	confessed,	a	curious	charm	to	hear	the	deep	things	he	spoke,	you	too	nor	the	disputants	understand	them.	We	take	the	problematic	thrill,	we	feel	the	presence	of	vastness.	Let	a	controversy	begins	in	a	smoking	room
everywhere,	on	the	free	will	or	omniscience	of	God,	or	good	and	evil,	and	see	how	everyone	in	the	place	stand	the	ears.	The	results	of	the	philosophy	concern	the	United	States	all	the	most	vitality	and	the	philosophy's	querest	arguments	pleasantly	tickle	our	sense	of	subtlety	and	ingenuity.	Believing	in	the	philosophy	myself	devoutly,	and	also	believing
that	a	kind	of	new	sunrise	is	breaking	the	US	philosophers,	I	feel	pushed,	for	Fas	Aut	Nefas,	to	try	to	give	some	news	of	the	situation.	Philosophy	is	at	the	same	time	the	most	sublime	and	the	most	trivial	of	human	activities.	It	works	in	the	mini	faithful	and	opens	the	most	wide	views.	"Cook	the	bread",	as	it	was	said,	but	it	can	inspire	our	souls	with
courage;	And	repugnant	as	his	ways,	his	doubt	and	his	commitment,	his	Swibling	and	the	Dogetica,	are	often	common	to	people,	none	of	us	can	get	along	without	the	distant	rays	of	light	send	the	prospects	of	the	world.	These	lighting	at	least,	and	the	effects	of	contrast	of	the	darkness	and	the	mystery	that	accompany	them,	give	it	to	what	an	interest
that	is	much	more	than	the	professional	says.	The	history	of	philosophy	is	to	a	large	extent	that	of	a	certain	clash	of	human	temperaments.	Not	decent	as	such	a	treatment	can	seem	some	of	my	colleagues,	you	will	have	to	take	this	clash	into	account	and	explained	a	good	so	many	of	the	divergences	of	philosophers.	Of	any	temperament	is	a
professional	philosopher,	seeks	when	philosophizes	to	sink	the	fact	of	the	temperament.	The	temperament	is	not	a	conventionally	recognized	reason,	then	urges	impersonal	reasons	only	for	its	conclusions.	Yet	the	temperament	of	him	truly	gives	him	a	stronger	injury	than	one	of	his	most	strictly	targive	places.	Load	the	tests	for	him	in	one	way	or
another,	making	a	more	sentimental	or	more	vision	At	the	universe,	just	like	this	fact	or	that	principle	would	be.	She	trusts	the	temperament.	Wanting	a	universe	that	fits,	he	believes	in	any	representation	of	the	Del	which	satisfies	him.	You	feel	the	men	of	the	opposite	temperament	to	be	out	of	the	key	with	the	character	of	the	world,	and	in	the	heart
of	him	consider	them	incompetent	and	"not	in	it",	in	philosophical	business,	they	too	can	excel	in	dialectical	skill.	Yet	in	the	forum	he	can't	claim,	on	the	naked	terrain	of	the	temperament	of	him,	to	an	excitement	discernment	or	authority.	There	is	therefore	a	certain	insincerity	in	our	philosophical	discussions:	the	potentious	of	all	our	premises	is	never
mentioned.	I'm	sure	it	would	contribute	to	the	clarity	if	in	these	conferences	we	should	break	this	rule	and	mention	it,	and	consequently	I	feel	free	to	do	it.	Of	course	I'm	talking	about	here	of	very	positively	segnated	men,	men	of	radical	idiosincrace,	who	set	their	stamp	and	similarity	on	philosophy	and	figure	in	its	history.	Plato,	Locke,	Hegel,
Spencer,	are	such	temperamental	thinkers.	Most	of	us	have,	of	course,	no	very	defined	intellectual	temperament,	we	are	a	mixture	of	opposite	ingredients,	each	is	very	moderately	present.	We	don't	know	almost	our	abstract	matter	preferences;	Some	of	us	are	easily	spoken	by	them,	and	endorse	following	fashion	or	taking	beliefs	of	the	most
impressive	philosopher	in	our	neighborhood,	anyone	can	be.	But	the	only	thing	that	has	counted	so	far	in	philosophy	is	that	a	man	should	see	things,	see	them	directly	in	its	peculiar	way,	and	be	dissatisfied	with	any	opposite	way	to	see	them.	There	is	no	reason	to	assume	that	this	strong	temperamental	vision	comes	from	now	on	to	count	no	more	in
the	history	of	man's	beliefs.	Now	the	particular	temperament	difference	that	I	have	in	mind	in	making	these	observations	is	a	counted	in	literature,	art,	government	and	manners	and	in	philosophy.	At	the	ways	we	find	formalists	and	free	and	easy	people.	In	government,	authoritarian	and	anarchists.	In	literature,	purists	or	academics	and	realists.	In
art,	classics	and	romantics.	Recognize	these	contrasts	like	family	members;	Well,	in	philosophy	we	have	a	very	similar	contrast	expressed	in	the	pair	of	"rationalist"	terms	and	'empiricism,'	'empirector',	which	means	your	lover	of	facts	in	all	their	raw	variety,	the	"rationalist"	means	your	devotee	to	Abstract	and	eternal	principles.	No	one	can	live	an
hour	without	both	the	facts	and	the	principles,	so	it	is	a	rather	difference	of	emphasis;	Yet	it	generates	antipathy	of	the	most	pungent	character	among	those	who	accent	differently;	And	we	will	find	extraordinarily	convenient	to	express	a	certain	contrast	in	the	ways	of	men	to	take	their	universe,	speaking	of	"empiricism"	and	"rationalist"
temperament.	These	terms	make	the	contrast	simple	and	massive.	The	most	simple	and	most	massive	the	men	of	whom	the	terms	are	preached.	For	every	type	of	permutation	and	combination	it	is	possible	in	human	nature;	And	if	now	I	proceed	to	define	more	fully	what	I	have	in	mind	when	I	speak	of	rationalist	and	empirical,	adding	to	each	of	these
securities	some	secondary	qualification	characteristics,	please	consider	my	conduct	for	a	certain	arbitrary	measure.	Selecting	combination	types	that	nature	offers	very	frequently,	but	in	a	sense	uniformly,	and	select	them	exclusively	for	their	comfort	in	helping	my	further	object	to	characterize	pragmatism.	Historically	we	find	the	terms
"intellectualism"	and	"sensationalism"	used	as	a	synonym	of	"rationalism"	and	"empiricism".	Well,	nature	seems	to	combine	more	frequently	with	intellectualism	an	idealistic	and	optimistic	trend.	The	empirical	on	the	other	hand	are	not	incumerate	material,	and	their	optimism	is	inclined	to	be	decidedly	conditional	and	tremendous.	Rationalism	is
always	monistic.	Start	from	interiors	and	universals	and	makes	most	of	the	unity	of	things.	Empiricism	starts	from	And	it	makes	the	whole	collection,	it	is	therefore	wrong	to	call	me	pluralistic.	Rationalism	is	usually	considered	more	religious	than	empiricism,	but	there	is	a	lot	to	say	about	this	statement,	so	then	Just	talk	about	it.	It	is	a	real	statement,
when	the	individual	rationalist	is	what	a	man	of	feeling	is	called,	and	when	the	individual	empirical	herds	himself	in	the	phase	of	direct	hardware.	In	this	case,	the	rationalist	is	usually	also	in	favor	of	what	is	called	free	will,	and	the	empirector	will	be	a	fatalist--	I	use	the	most	commonly	current	terms.	The	rationalist,	finally,	will	be	of	a	dogmatic	nature
in	the	statements	of	him,	while	the	empirector	can	be	more	skeptical	and	open	to	the	discussion.	I	would	like	to	write	these	stretches	down	in	two	columns.	I	think	it	will	be	practically	recognizing	the	two	types	of	mental	make-up	I	mean	if	I	have	the	head	of	the	columns	from	'tenera-minded'	the	titles,	respectively,	and	'tenacious'.	The	rationalist
tender	of	mind	(which	goes	from	'principles'),	intellectualistic,	idealist,	optimistic,	religious,	free-willist,	monistic,	dogmatic.	The	empirical	tough	(going	from	'facts'),	sensationalistic,	materialistic,	pessimistic,	irligious,	fatalist,	pluralistic,	skeptical.	Pray	to	postpone	the	question	for	a	moment	if	the	two	contrasting	compounds	that	I	wrote	down	are
every	interior	consistent	and	self-assistant	or	not	-	I	will	soon	have	a	good	deal	to	say	about	this	point.	It	is	sufficient	for	our	immediate	purpose	that	Race-Minded	and	tenacious	people,	characterized	as	I	wrote	them,	doing	both	exist.	Each	of	you	probably	knows	some	well-reported	example	of	every	kind,	and	you	know	what	to	think	every	example	of
the	example	on	the	other	side	of	the	line.	They	have	a	low	opinion	of	each	other.	Their	antagonism,	every	time	as	individuals	their	temperaments	were	intense,	was	formed	in	all	ages	a	part	of	the	philosophical	atmosphere	of	time.	It	forms	a	part	of	the	philosophical	atmosphere	per	day.	The	tough	think	of	the	race	as	sentimental	and	soft-heads.	The
offer	feel	the	hard	from	not	refined,	insensitive,	or	brutal.	Their	mutual	reaction	is	very	similar	to	what	happens	when	Bostonian	tourists	mix	with	a	population	like	that	of	Cripple	Creek.	Any	kind	believes	that	the	other	to	be	lower	than	himself;	But	contempt	in	the	case	was	mixed	with	fun,	in	the	other	he	has	a	fear	of	fear.	Now,	as	I	have	already
insisted,	few	of	us	are	tender	pure	and	simple	Bostonian	feet,	and	few	are	typical	of	rocky	rocky	mountain,	in	philosophy.	Most	of	us	have	a	desire	for	good	things	on	both	sides	of	the	line.	The	facts	are	good,	of	course	-	they	give	us	a	lot	of	facts.	The	principles	are	good	-	gives	us	a	lot	of	principles.	The	world	is	undoubtedly	one	if	you	look	into	a	way,
but	as	it	undoubtedly	is	many,	if	you	look	at	another.	It	is	both	one	and	many	-	we	adopt	a	kind	of	pluralist	monism.	Everything,	of	course,	is	necessarily	determined,	but,	of	course,	our	will	are	free:	a	sort	of	free	will	Determinism	is	true	philosophy.	The	evil	of	the	parties	is	undeniable;	But	everything	can't	be	evil:	so	practical	pessimism	can	be
combined	with	metaphysical	optimism.	And	so	on	-	your	ordinary	philosophical	laique	never	be	a	radical,	do	not	straighten	up	its	system,	but	live	vaguely	in	a	plausible	compartment	of	it	or	another	to	satisfy	the	temptations	of	subsequent	hours.	But	some	of	us	are	more	than	simple	lay	people	in	philosophy.	We	are	worthy	of	the	name	of	amateur
athletes,	and	I	am	irritated	by	too	inconsistently	and	indecision	in	our	belief.	We	cannot	preserve	a	good	intellectual	consciousness	until	we	continue	incompatible	mixing	from	opposite	sides	of	the	line.	And	now	I	come	to	the	positively	important	point	that	I	want	to	do.	Never	were	like	so	many	men	of	a	decidedly	empirical	propensity	there	are
nowadays.	Our	children	can	be	said,	they	are	almost	scientific.	But	our	esteem	for	facts	is	not	neutralized	in	all	of	us	religiosities.	It	itself	is	almost	Our	scientific	character	is	devoted.	Now	take	a	man	of	this	kind,	and	that	he	is	also	a	philosophical	amateur,	willing	to	mix	a	system	of	podge	hodge-	in	the	manner	of	a	common	laique	and	what	he	finds	his
own	Being,	in	this	blessed	year	of	our	Lord	1906?	Wants	facts;	Want	science;	But	he	also	wants	a	religion.	And	being	an	amateur	and	not	an	independent	originator	in	philosophy	he	naturally	tries	to	guide	the	experts	and	professionals	he	finds	already	in	the	field.	A	very	large	number	of	you	here,	perhaps	most	of	you,	are	amateurs	of	this	kind.	Now
what	kind	of	philosophy	can	you	actually	offer	to	satisfy	your	needs?	You	can	find	an	empirical	philosophy	that	is	not	quite	religious,	and	a	religious	philosophy	that	is	not	quite	empirical	for	your	purpose.	If	you	look	at	the	trimester	where	the	facts	are	more	deemed	to	find	the	entire	difficult	program	in	operation,	and	the	"conflict	between	science	and
religion"	in	full	explosion.	Or	it	is	that	Rocky	Mountain	Hard	of	a	Haeckel	with	its	materialistic	monism,	his	ether-god	and	his	joke	to	your	God	as	a	'gaseous	vertebrate';	Or	it	is	Spencer	that	deals	with	the	history	of	the	world	as	a	redistribution	of	matter	and	movement	exclusively,	and	bowing	religion	politely	out	of	the	gateway:	-Lei	could	really
continue	to	exist,	but	you	should	never	show	your	face	to	her	'Interior	of	the	temple.	For	one	hundred	and	fifty	years	beyond	the	progress	of	science	it	seemed	to	mean	the	enlargement	of	the	material	universe	and	the	decrease	in	the	importance	of	man.	The	result	is	what	can	be	called	the	growth	of	the	natural	or	positivist	sensation.	Man	is	not	a
jurisprudence	to	nature,	it	is	an	absorber.	She	is	those	who	establish;	He	is	who	he	has	to	host	himself.	Let	it	register	the	truth,	inhumanic,	is,	and	send	to	it!	The	romantic	spontaneousness	and	courage	disappeared,	the	vision	is	materialistic	and	depressing.	The	ideals	appear	as	inert	by-products	of	physiology;	What	is	higher	explained	by	what	is
lower	and	treated	forever	as	a	case	of	"nothing	else	that"	nothing	but	something	else	of	a	rather	lower	type.	Get,	in	short,	a	materialistic	universe,	in	which	only	the	resistant	is	congentially	found	at	home.	If	now,	on	the	other	hand,	you	turn	to	the	religious	quarter	for	consolation	and	take	consultant	of	the	mentality	philosophies	tender,	what	do	you
find?	Religious	philosophy	to	our	days	and	generation	is,	among	the	United	States	in	English,	people,	of	two	main	types.	One	of	these	is	more	radical	and	aggressive,	the	other	has	more	the	air	to	fight	a	slow	retreat.	With	the	most	radical	wing	of	religious	philosophy	I	refer	to	the	so-called	transcendental	idealism	of	the	Anglo-Hegelian	school,	the
philosophy	of	men	like	green,	the	Cairds,	Bosanquet,	and	Royce.	This	philosophy	has	greatly	influenced	the	most	scholars	of	our	Protestant	Ministry.	Ã	Pantheistico,	and	undoubtedly	has	already	unlocked	the	edge	of	traditional	theism	in	Protestantism	in	general.	That	theism	remains,	however.	It	is	the	descendant	Lineal,	through	a	phase	of	concession
after	the	other,	of	dogmatic	school	theismo	taught	still	strictly	in	the	seminars	of	the	Catholic	Church.	For	a	long	time	he	was	called	the	philosophy	of	Scottish	school.	Is	what	I	meant	for	the	philosophy	that	the	air	has	to	fight	a	slow	retreat.	Among	the	invasions	of	the	Hegelians	and	other	philosophers	of	the	absolute,	'on	the	hand	one,	and	those	of
scientific	evolutionists	and	agnostics,	on	the	other,	the	men	who	give	us	this	kind	of	philosophy,	James	Martineau,	Professor	Bowne,	Professor	Ladd	and	others,	must	feel	rather	strictly	squeezed.	The	right	and	sincere	mind	as	you	prefer,	this	philosophy	is	not	radical	at	temperament.	Ã	eclectic,	something	compromised,	looking	for	a	modus	vivendi
above	all	things.	Accept	the	facts	of	Darwinism,	the	facts	of	cerebral	physiology,	but	does	nothing	active	or	enthusiastic	with	them.	The	victorious	and	aggressive	note	is	missing.	Lacks	prestige	accordingly;	whereas	absolutism	has	a	certain	prestige	a	The	most	radical	style	of	it.	These	two	systems	are	what	you	need	to	choose	between	if	you	turn	to
the	nursery	school.	And	if	you	are	lovers	lovers	Facts	that	I	supposed	you	are,	is	the	path	of	the	Snake	of	Rationalism,	of	intellectualism,	on	everything	that	is	located	on	that	side	of	the	line.	To	escape	the	â	€
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