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24 August 20171t’s a well-known national fact that Melbournian’s love their coffee and have a real passion for it but I didn’t know how passionate they were until I lived and worked in the world’s most liveable city. I have spent the last six years reading about it and ranking my favourite coffee in Melbourne’s CBD to the outskirts of the city. Wherever
coffee instagrammers took me or where Broadsheet Melbourne recommended I went, I drank and can say I have had my fair share and fair trade coffee to provide you with my top 7 coffee shops in Melbourne and all within walking distance of Treasury on Collins. #1 Manchester Press This was my first experience of what a real coffee should be and I
was addicted. Manchester Press is quintessential Melbourne tucked away in a laneway, Rankins Lane. Coffee is roasted by them and the house blend can be purchased to take home but nothing is more satisfying than having an experienced barista make you the perfect cappuccino (my preferred brew).#2 Brother Babu Budan A few steps from
Manchester Press is Brother Babu Budan on Little Bourke Street, a cosy coffee shop that draws in crowds and lines out the front door. With limited seats to enjoy your coffee sitting down, it caters for the those on the run. Coffees are ordered and the coffee grinding, brewing and milk frothing production line has been perfected to produce the perfect
Seven Seeds coffee and if you like your coffee strong, this is where you should go.#3 Sensory Lab For a caffeine fix any day of the week there’s Sensory Lab, located on Little Collins Street behind the David Jones Men’s department. Sensory lab roast, pack and sell their coffee and there is a wide selection for customers to choose from and have it
grinded to their coffee preference. After a day of shopping in the city, Sensory Lab offers a haven and their cakes are impressive too. A second location can be found in the David Jones Women’s department on level 2.#4 Toby’s Estate Toby Estate’s humble beginnings may have started in rival city Sydney but when there is great coffee to be had, state
borders are blurred. It’s new flagship shop on Flinders Lane has me hooked with its creamy texture and an easy 3 minute walk from ToC makes it my go to coffee shop for the first morning caffeine hit.#5 Padre Coffee Roasted in Brunswick at its main coffee roasting shop, I have watched the professional roasters many times perfecting their craft or
science of roasting. It’s quite mesmerising to watch staff monitor temperatures to roast the perfect bean. Padre Coffee is my go to coffee on the weekend with locations at Queen Victoria Market, South Melbourne Market and Brunswick where I usually walk away with a bag of freshly grinded coffee for an afternoon homemade cup.#6 Dukes Located
on Flinders Lane at Ross House is Dukes Coffee where their philosophy is “...bringing the best selection of exceptionally grown, amazing tasting and in season speciality coffees to cafes and consumers in Australia” Roasted daily in their Richmond location, their Flinders Lane shop is cosy for a quick stop to re-boot.#7 Pellegrini Expresso Bar Not a top
7 coffee contender but worthy of mention is Pellegrini, a Melbourne institution since opening its doors in 1954 and they say not much has changed, décor wise. Sitting in Pellegrini and speaking to the heavy accented Italian owners takes you back to summer holidays in a Florence expresso bar. The coffee here is strong so I highly suggest you make
this your first coffee of the day. It also doesn’t hurt that the homemade pasta here is generously delicious.As recommended by a ToC staff member whose mission is to taste her way around Melbourne’s coffee roasting houses and is happy for any recommendations. Photo by Michael Woods for BroadsheetPhoto by Kiel Wode for BroadsheetPhoto by
Peter Tarasiuk for BroadsheetPhoto by Kristoffer Paulsen for BroadsheetPhoto by Tim Grey for BroadsheetPhoto by Pete Dillon for BroadsheetPhoto by Tim Grey for BroadsheetPhoto by Luke Smith for BroadsheetPhoto by Jesse Thompson for BroadsheetPhoto by Tim Grey for BroadsheetPhoto by Kristoffer Paulsen for BroadsheetPhoto by Josie
Whitters for BroadsheetPhoto by Samantha Schultz for BroadsheetPhoto by Brook James for BroadsheetPhoto by Carmen Zammit for BroadsheetPhoto by Dan Soderstrom for BroadsheetWould you like a free Mr Yum visual menu for your restaurant, cafe, pub, bar?Beautiful photos of every dish, ingredient definitions, dietary filters and language
translations! Venues apply here, it's free!Photo by Linsey Rendell for BroadsheetPhoto by Gareth Sobey for BroadsheetPhoto by Arianna Leggiero for BroadsheetPhoto by Aga Kozmic for BroadsheetPhoto by Hayley Benoit for BroadsheetPhoto by Pete Dillon for BroadsheetPhoto by Gareth Sobey for BroadsheetPhoto by Kristoffer Paulsen for
BroadsheetPhoto by Luke Smith for BroadsheetPhoto by Gareth Sobey for BroadsheetPhoto by Pete Dillon for BroadsheetPhoto by Brook James for BroadsheetPhoto by Jake Ronen for BroadsheetPhoto by Pete Dillon for BroadsheetPhoto by Kate Shanasy for BroadsheetPhoto by Arianna Leggiero for BroadsheetPhoto by Carmen Zammit for
BroadsheetPhoto by Holly Engelhardt for BroadsheetPhoto by Tim Grey for BroadsheetPhoto by Pip Grenda for BroadsheetPhoto by Daniel Aulsebrook for BroadsheetPhoto by Catherine Grey for BroadsheetPhoto by Sorell Wilson for BroadsheetPhoto by Jake Ronen for BroadsheetPhoto by Ben Mulligan for BroadsheetPhoto by Carmen Zammit for
BroadsheetPhoto by Adrian Tuazon-McCheyne for BroadsheetPhoto by Gareth Sobey for BroadsheetPhoto by Kristoffer Paulsen for BroadsheetPhoto by Michael Woods for BroadsheetPhoto by Amy Pearson for BroadsheetPhoto by Holly Engelhardt for BroadsheetPhoto by Jasmine Blom for BroadsheetPhoto by Arianna Leggiero for BroadsheetPhoto by
Rachel Korinek for BroadsheetPhoto by Sarah Leung for Broadsheet This sea of olive leather, grey velvet and art deco touches is not your everyday foyer cafe. On the menu: French flatbreads you can fold up like a taco, and salads with porchetta or rotisserie chicken. 161 Collins Street, MelbourneThe first outpost from the Fitzroy roasters. 345 Little
Collins Street, MelbourneNow roasting its own beans at Bureaux Collective. Corner Little Bourke and Little William Streets, MelbourneFrom Collingwood to the city. Also a Bureaux Collective customer. 213 Little Collins Street, MelbourneA slimmed-down cafe from the crew behind Barry and Square and Compass, roasting its own beans at Bureaux
Collective. 1 Exhibition Street, MelbourneAnother outpost of the Seven Seeds empire. 359 Little Bourke Street, MelbourneEast Brunswick roaster Padre's CBD outpost. Shop 48, Royal Arcade 335 Bourke Street Mall, MelbourneThe eighth outpost for Axil specialty coffee roasters - this time with full kitchen service. 565 Bourke Street, Melbourne 34-
40 Jane Bell Lane, MelbourneUsing beans from Axil and Cartel. 2 Gallagher Place, MelbourneShop 4 1-9 Exhibition Street, MelbourneYet another one from the Seven Seeds crew. 2/14 Crossley Street, MelbourneThe respected roaster's market outlet. Queen Victoria Market Stringbean Alley Peel Street, MelbourneAnother one from the folks behind
Padre and Brunswick East Project. 8 Exploration Lane, MelbourneA roaster and cafe with an environmental conscience. 247 Flinders Lane, Melbournelncluding single origins roasted at Monk Bodhi Dharma. 4 190 Queen Street, MelbourneFirmly focused on helping customers find new ways to appreciate coffee. Level 1 David Jones 310 Bourke Street
, Melbourne 309 Exhibition Street, MelbourneBagels and a rotating cast of guest roasters. 8 Rankins Lane, Melbournelnspired by the classic European espresso bar. 1 270 King Street, MelbourneWhere personable baristas make all the difference. 113 Lonsdale St, MelbourneA brooding, minimalist fit-out overseen by a former Australian barista
champion. 76 Flinders Lane, MelbourneA petite espresso bar from two old hands. 53 Flinders Lane, MelbourneThe well-loved laneway institution has expanded beyond brunch. It’s now offering French cocktails, wine on tap and elevated Euro snacks in a 250-square metre space. 10 Katherine Place, MelbourneThe main game here is brunch, but the
Code Black and Cartel beans are always worth a stop. 25 Wills Street, MelbourneEx-Plantation baristas serving Small Batch’s Candyman for the house blend. 12 Drewery Lane, MelbourneA slick specialty coffee bar by the Rustica Team. Pop by for a smooth locally roasted brew and a grab-and-go egg-and-bacon roll, then take in the peach-terracotta
terrazzo and striking green marble of the pretty room. Shop 4/447 Collins Street, MelbourneAt Bench Coffee's CBD flagship, stop in for an espresso at the sleek standing bar or grab a latte and rich, bite-sized dacquoise (in flavours such as matcha, black sesame and vanilla-sea salt) to go. It's by the same team as nearby katsu sando bar Saint Dreux.
321 Little Collins Street, MelbourneSpecialty coffee in a futuristic setting. Shop 1 30 Collins Street, Melbourne A recent examination of Melbourne cafes by Broadsheet editor, Nick Connellan, asks an honest question: do the city’s cafes have what it takes to continue influencing cafe culture globally? Can they still be unique enough from each other
locally to survive? And is the era of Melbourne cafe as international cultural symbol beginning to fade? With hundreds of cafes in the Melbourne CBD alone, and hundreds more in the surrounding suburbs, the market appears to have reached what any reasonable person might define as saturation. Even with the Instagrammable build-outs, inventive
restaurant-quality menus, and coffee offerings scaling from your basic $4 cappuccino to a $10 cup of an anaerobic process coffee from Central America, Melbourne may have “backed itself into a corner”, as per Connellan. Because these cafes are all starting to feel the same. From Broadsheet: Our autumn 2015 cover story, “The Design Question”,
asked why so many cafes were starting to look the same: polished timber, white subway tiles and Edison light bulbs. Since then, the similarities have become more pervasive than just aesthetics. Many of our cafes have begun to feel the same, too. It’s like everyone’s read the same basic manual on how to open a “Melbourne cafe”. “It’s become a very
fashionable industry, and the barrier to get in is very low - you just need an apron and a beard and you're in,” jokes Al Keating, a partner at Coffee Supreme, one of Melbourne’s earliest specialty roasters. From the outside looking in, it’s interesting to read Melbourne roasters and cafe owners talk openly about the faults of cafes. Some of these faults
include six-figure investments at least in design, branding, marketing, on top of building a kitchen and coffee program. Cafes today are spending big on making everything look good, and using influencer marketing quite regularly to drive a fickle local customer base with endless options. And that’s just to keep up. I'm a self-proclaimed coffee
culturalist particularly interested in the roles cafes and coffee shops play in everyday life in different places. As an temporary migrant to Melbourne (who also works in the coffee industry), it looks to me like observing the first results of a shift in priorities for cafes and coffee shops globally. In other words, rising investment costs and a marble pour-
over bar aren’t the only things everyone is doing the same. Al Keating’s joke to Broadsheet has some truth to it: everyone doing it also looks the same. We're seeing stagnation of a coffee culture due to a lack of diversity in real time. Melbourne has had a number of things that’s allowed it to set the standard to be a successful coffee city. The general
public have a basic understanding of what specialty coffee is, what’s good, and where to find it. Most cafes serve coffee well enough to be considered “good” with still a fair amount achieving “exceptionally good” and “downright delicious.” Add those to the list along with food dishes that look like they’'re out of Masterchef Australia against the
backdrop of an indoor concrete greenhouse. Melbourne can be a coffee lover’s dream. But what’s real is this: white men dominate cafes, especially in upper management and ownership. This is true so many places around the world, but it is very obviously most evidently true here in Australia, and in Melbourne especially. So it should come to no
surprise that the same bunch of white men who created the template are out of ideas to innovate it. If Melbourne business leaders and cafe investors want to solve the city’s cafe diversity problem, they should start by investing in diverse business owners. This is the real next wave of coffee, and something Melbourne must consider if it wants to
remain at the forefront of cafe culture globally. Michelle Johnson is a news contributor at Sprudge Media Network, and the founder and publisher of The Chocolate Barista. Read more Michelle Johnson on Sprudge. Tags : australiabroadsheetcoffee supremeMelbourne
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Broadsheet is a city guide. We cover food & drink, art & design, fashion, entertainment, travel and active lifestyles. ... Cruffins and Kouign-Amann Upon Brisbane’s CBD. 12 Aug 2022. food The petite new store - not much more than a hole in the wall - is also serving pain au chocolat, and Coffee Supreme espresso and filter. Follow the ...
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