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Guided	reading	level	database.

Fountas	&	Pinnell	Leveled	Books	Website	is	the	only	official	source	for	the	Fountas	&	Pinnell	level	of	books.	Each	book	in	the	database	has	been	leveled	by	Fountas	and	Pinnell	using	their	F&P	Text	Level	Gradient™.	This	frequently	updated,	subscription-based,	on-line	list	contains	the	levels	of	80,551	books	submitted	by	over	300	publishers.	Every
book	is	meticulously	reviewed	and	leveled	by	Irene	Fountas	and	Gay	Su	Pinnell	in	conjunction	with	their	team	of	hand-selected	levelers	using	the	F&P	Text	Level	Gradient™.	Video	Tour			Subscribe			Login	Now	Here	are	a	few	online	resources	for	finding	books	that	are	on	your	child’s	“just	right”	reading	level.		Before	I	post	them,	here	is	a	helpful	chart
that	shows	reading	level	correlations.		If	you’ll	also	notice	in	the	chart	and	databases,	beside	the	letter	level	is	an	AR	number	that	may	look	something	like	this	3.5.		This	means	3rd	grade,	5th	month.		So	a	3.5	book	would	represent	a	3rd	grader	in	December.		My	favorite	online	leveled	databases	are	Beaverton’s	Leveled	Database	,	Portland	Public
Schools	and	this	leveled	book	list.	I’ll	be	honest,	one	thing	I	don’t	like	about	these	leveled	databases	is	that	they	are	not	particularly	up-to-date.		For	example,	you	won’t	find	Diary	of	a	Wimpy	Kid.		If	you	know	of	one	that	does	this,	PLEASE	SHARE	IT.	I	did	find	two	more	resources	that	have	more	updated	info,	but	they	either	aren’t	as	thorough	as	the
above	databases	or	cost	money:	How	do	you	use	all	this	information?		Knowing	what	books	are	approximately	on	your	child’s	reading	level	can	help	you	pick	out	books	for	him	at	the	library	and	the	book	store.		Jot	down	a	few	titles	and	authors	that	you	think	your	child	might	be	interested	in	and	try	them	out.	I	found	a	great	quote	(although	this	is	not



a	direct	quote)	from	Fountas	and	Pinnell’s	Guided	Reading	book.	Book	selection	is	NEVER	simply	a	matter	of	choosing	a	book	that	matches	the	level	of	the	reader.		When	selecting	books,	it	is	imperative	to	consider	the	content	of	the	book,	the	background	and	prior	experience	of	the	reader,	and	the	overall	pattern	of	performance	on	other	similar
reading	materials.	If	you	have	any	questions	or	comments,	I’d	love	to	hear	them.	Stay	connected	to	This	Reading	Mama	so	you	don’t	miss	a	thing:	~Becky	A	few	weeks	ago,	I	shared	tips	for	organizing	your	classroom	library.	The	response	to	that	blog	post	has	been	overwhelming!	In	the	post,	I	explained	that	I	sort	the	books	in	my	own	classroom
library	by	reading	level,	as	well	as	theme.	Sorting	by	theme	is	the	easy	part.	We	all	know	the	importance	of	providing	developmentally	appropriate	texts	to	students,	but	leveling	an	entire	library	can	be	a	daunting	task	…	until	today!	I	have	researched	a	few	of	the	top	tools	(both	free	and	paid)	for	aiding	teachers	as	they	level	their	classroom	libraries.
Today	I	bring	you	pricing	information,	photos	of	the	tools	in	action,	and	my	HONEST	opinion	of	each	resource	so	you	can	make	an	informed	decision	about	what	will	work	best	for	you	as	you	level	your	own	classroom	library.	I	was	pleased	to	discover	that	several	companies	provide	iPhone	and	Android	apps	that	allow	you	to	scan	the	barcode	and
receive	leveling	results	within	seconds!	Free	or	paid,	iPhone	(and	Android)	apps	are	my	favorite	type	of	resource	because	they	are	the	fastest	and	most	efficient	way	to	level	your	books.	I’ll	start	by	walking	you	through	a	few	of	the	apps	I	recently	installed	on	my	iPhone.	It	is	important	to	note	that	whether	it	was	free	or	paid;	no	single	app	was	able	to
identify	and	provide	leveling	information	for	EVERY	book	in	my	library.	As	you	might	expect,	the	paid	apps	sometimes	provided	data	which	was	lacking	in	the	free	apps.	In	other	cases,	the	FREE	Scholastic	Book	Wizard	app	provided	information	about	books	that	the	paid	apps	did	not!	I	would	not	expect	a	single	resource	to	single-handedly	level	your
entire	classroom	library,	but	each	of	the	apps	I	successfully	tested	were	able	to	level	an	impressive	amount	of	books	from	my	own	library.	Scholastic	Book	Wizard	App	Looking	for	a	great	FREE	resource	to	help	you	get	started?	Start	with	the	Book	Wizard	app	from	Scholastic!	The	app	allows	you	to	manually	search	(by	typing	the	name	of	a	tittle,
author,	or	keyword).	Most	importantly,	the	app	has	a	scanner	that	allows	you	to	simply	scan	the	bar	code	to	quickly	search	the	database	for	book	information.	I	was	pleased	to	discover	that	information	for	MANY	of	my	classroom	books	was	available	in	the	app.	A	brief	synopsis	of	the	book	is	included	on	the	“Book	Info”	screen	as	well	as	title,	author,
and	book	level	information.	The	one	(minor)	downside	was	that	the	level	information	was	presented	in	a	rather	tiny	text.	As	a	result,	the	book	level	didn’t	jump	out	at	me,	I	had	to	really	look	at	the	screen	to	see	it.	Bonus	Feature:	The	Scholastic	Book	Wizard	app	also	allows	users	to	create	an	inventory	of	all	titles	in		classroom	library.	You	can	also
designate	how	many	copies	of	the	book	you	own	and	additional	notes	(such	as	where	the	book	is	filed	in	your	library).	I	did	not	see	any	means	to	check	books	in	or	out.	The	list	would	mostly	be	a	helpful	tool	for	helping	teachers	quickly	find	a	book	or	keep	track	of	books	they	already	own.	Level	It	App	My	favorite	of	the	paid	apps	was	the	Level	It	app.
Just	like	Book	Wizard,	this	app	allows	users	to	manually	search	for	a	book,	or	use	your	phone’s	camera	to	scan	a	book’s	bar	code.	This	app	also	provides	a	description	of	the	book	with	title,	author,	and	level	information.	I	loved	how	the	levels	are	easier	to	discern	with	a	quick	glance	at	the	screen.	When	I	had	a	big	stack	of	books	that	needed	to	be
leveled,	I	appreciated	being	able	to	quickly	and	easily	find	this	information	so	I	could	move	on	to	the	next	book	in	the	pile.	This	app	is	available	for	iPhone	and	Android	users.	Bonus	Feature:	The	Level	It	app	includes	a	feature	to	inventory	your	classroom	library,	along	with	a	class	roster.	This	allows	the	teacher	to	create	individual	student	profiles	and
the	ability	to	check	in/out	books	to	specific	students.	This	is	not	a	feature	that	I	can	see	myself	implementing	in	my	kindergarten	classroom,	but	I	know	it	is	a	tool	that	will	prove	to	be	useful	for	MANY	classroom	teachers.	Literacy	Leveler	App	The	Literacy	Leveler	App	by	FikesFarm,	LLC	is	similar	to	the	Level	It	app,	but	a	bit	more	basic.	Priced	at
$3.99,	this	app	is	currently	only	available	for	iPhone	users.	It	allows	users	to	manually	search	by	title,	author	or	ISBN;	as	well	as	scan	each	book’s	bar	code.	Although	the	format	of	the	app	is	simplistic	compared	to	Level	It	(the	other	leading	paid	app	for	iPhone	users)	and	did	not	include	a	book	synopsis,	I	did	appreciate	the	fact	that	book	level
information	was	boldly	formatted	and	easy	for	users	to	see.	Bonus	Feature:	The	Literacy	Level	app	allows	teachers	to	create	an	inventory	of	all	titles	included	in	their	classroom	library.	It	does	indicate	how	many	copies	of	a	title	a	teacher	possesses;	nor	does	it	allow	teachers	to	make	notes	about	each	book.	Despite	its	limitations,	the	library	tool	allows
teachers	to	easily	see	a	list	of	all	books	in	their	classroom	library	books	at	a	given	reading	level	with	a	quick	touch	of	the	screen.	Classroom	Organizer	App	Another	free	app	for	iPhone	and	Android	users	is	the	Classroom	Organizer	app	from	Booksource.	The	app	allows	teachers	to	determine	reading	levels,	organize,	and	track	books	in	their	classroom
library.	The	description	of	this	app	sounds	amazing	(especially	for	a	free	product).	Unfortunately,	the	great	features	offered	by	this	app	are	overshadowed	by	it’s	shortfalls	for	usability.	I	followed	the	instructions	and	got	started	by	creating	an	online	account	with	Booksource,	but	after	nearly	a	dozen	attempts,	have	not	been	able	to	successfully	log	in
to	the	app.	Some	things	should	simply	not	be	this	much	of	a	challenge.	I’m	sure	it’s	a	wonderful	app,	but	I	have	yet	to	see	it	in	action.	If	you	don’t	have	a	smart	phone	or	you	prefer	to	look	things	up	on	your	computer	(the	new	old-fashioned	way),	there	are	a	few	websites	that	can	be	equally	helpful	as	you	level	the	books	for	your	classroom	library.	The
Leveled	Books	Database	at	A	to	Z	Teacher	Stuff	allows	users	to	search	by	title	or	author	to	determine	the	reading	level	for	student	books.	Teachers	have	the	option	of	searching	to	find	Guided	Reading	Level	or	Reading	Recovery	Level.	Although	the	database	is	not	comprehensive	(MANY	popular	titles	from	my	classroom	library	are	missing	from	the
online	resource,)		it	is	free	and	helpful	for	some	books.	If	you	are	just	getting	started,	this	is	a	resource	that	should	not	be	overlooked.	Scholastic	Book	Wizard	If	you	love	the	Book	Wizard	app,	you	should	know	that	this	was	the	website	that	started	it	all.	The	Scholastic	Book	Wizard	is	a	free	website	that	allows	educators	to	search	by	title,	author,	or
keyword.	Users	can	view	a	book’s	Grade	Level	Equivalent,	Guided	Reading	Level,	or	Lexile	Measure.	The	extensive	database	was	my	first	step	when	I	began	to	level	my	own	classroom	library	a	few	years	ago.	Fountas	&	Pinnell	Leveled	Book	Website	For	educators	seeking	a	more	official	means	of	leveling	their	classroom	books,	the	Leveled	Book
Website	from	Fountas	&	Pinnell	is	available	as	a	subscription	service.	With	a	base	price	of	$25	for	an	annual	membership,	group	discounts	are	also	available.	I	Leveled	My	Books…	Now	What?	Once	your	classroom	books	have	been	leveled,	you	will	want	to	make	them	easily	accessible	to	your	students.	My	own	classroom	library	consists	of	two
categories:	books	sorted	by	level	and	books	sorted	by	theme.		The	box	containing	each	type	of	book	is	clearly	labeled,	and	each	book	contained	within	the	box	is	given	a	small	coordinating	label.	This	way,	students	have	a	clear	visual	cue	to	help	them	return	books	to	their	proper	location.	My	Kindergarten	Classroom	Library	Find	out	more	about	my
classroom	library	in	this	blog	post.	Learn	how	it’s	organized,	where	to	shop	for	my	favorite	book	bins	and	see	the	little	touches	I	added	to	make	it	extra	special	for	my	students.	Classroom	Library	Labels	Organize	your	library	in	style	with	my	classroom	library	labels.	Available	in	{Black	Series}	and	{White	Series},	this	downloadable	product	includes
labels	for	a	variety	of	levels	and	themes	to	suit	your	classroom	needs.	Classroom	Library	Labels	can	be	purchased	in	my	TpT	store.	Do	you	have	plans	to	level	your	classroom	library	this	summer?	What	is	your	favorite	book	leveling	resource?
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