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This post may contain affiliate links and/or advertisements, which means that Homestead How-To earns advertising fees or commissions if you click on a link or make a purchase. As an Amazon Affiliate, we earn commission on qualified purchases. Visit our affiliate disclosure page to learn more. The views expressed by authors on this site are based on
their experiences only; Homestead-How To in no way provides any warranty, expressed or implied, toward the content of these articles. Please use at your own risk. This recipe creates a beeswax balm that both conditions and polishes leather, such as boots, purses, and other items. As an avid thrift store shopper, I have seen so many pairs of perfectly
good leather boots given away by their owners because of some scratches and wear. Little did they know that a little high quality leather conditioners and shoe polish goes a long way!A pair of rescued boots, scratched up on the left and freshly polished on the right.I'm happy to rescue these boots, fix them up, and find them good homes (see my post
about online resale). Yet, I'd also be happy to see people keep their well-loved boots and give them a new life with a nice touch up! Nothings says sustainable living like repairing a perfectly good item rather than buying something new.This recipe for this beeswax shoe polish and leather conditioner was created after a few trials to find the right blend.
It builds off of our favorite recipe for beeswax furniture polish.Simple ingredients and tools for making beeswax leather conditioner and polish.This recipe for homemade beeswax shoe polish and leather conditioner can be used on almost any leather product - boots, shoes, bags, etc. (just make sure to test a small section first). It makes use of four key
ingredients that each serve a different purpose: You need just a few simple tools to put together this beeswax shoe polish and leather conditioner, some of which you will already have. The recipe makes approximately 6 oz. of polish (three 2 oz. tins worth) and can be doubled easily to fill 6 tins.Measuring cups (liquid and solid);A double boiler;An old
spoon or wooden skewer for stirringContainers for your finished product (we recommend these 2 0z screw top tins from Amazon, but you can also refill old shoe polish tins or put the polish in small glass mason jars).The process for making this shoe polish and leather conditioner is actually quite easy.Fill the bottom of your double boiler with water
and place on the stovetop over medium heat;Add shea butter and beeswax to the top of the double boiler and melt, stirring occasionally;Once shea butter and beeswax are fully melted and incorporated, add mineral oil and sweet almond oil; stir to combine and leave over heat until they are well incorporated;Remove the top pan from your double
boiler, dry off any water particles on the bottom, then pour out gently into containers;Allow containers to fully cool - at least 5 hours or overnight in a cool location (basement, unheated garage, etc.);Place covers on containers and label (check out these instructions for making your own homemade labels!).We call this polish and conditioner for a good
reason - it does both! The shea butter and sweet almond oil condition your leather to nourish it and bring it back to life. The mineral oil adds shine (like a polish). And after all of that great treatment, the beeswax helps protect your leather from the elements.Yes, this polish and conditioner can be used on shoes, but it can also be used on bags and
other leather goods. Just be sure to test first before applying to your entire article.Be sure the item you will condition and polish is clean;Apply polish in circles, being sure to rub into seams, stitches, and creases well;Remove or rub in any excess polish;Allow item to dry completely before using/wearing;Repeat every few months, or more often with
items you use regularly.Related You can always go out and buy shoe polish or leather conditioner, but if you want something a bit more natural, or you work with leather and want your own polish, it's not too hard to make. This recipe does the trick, and it's good on leather, shoes, wood, and tons of other materials.Beeswax is at the center of this
recipe, but there's a lot more to it than that. It actually calls for beeswax (which is easily available from Amazon), which is a natural waterproofing and conditioning agent, but also for coconut butter, sweet almond oil, and castor oil. Beyond that, you can make all of this at home on the stove with some measuring spoons, a Pyrex measuring cup, and
some bamboo skewers. When you're finished, cleanup is a snap, and you can pour your new polish into containers for storage and use them whenever you want.Antagonizer notes that while this polish and conditioner were designed for leather shoes, straps, belts, and buckles, he's also used it in pleather, wooden surfaces (much like this technique we
mentioned before), and even canvas. You won't want to use it on suede though, and if you're worried at all, try it on a little bit of a hidden part of the material to make sure it works. If you have a cutting board that's showing its age or wooden furniture that could use a little...Read morelt's a lot of ingredients, and you're certainly not going to save any
money on this DIY version over just buying polish in the store, but what you will get is a much higher quality product that you can use on more things all over your home, and will last much longer on whatever you apply it to. Hit the link below for the full step-by-step, including ratios and cooking times.How to Make High-Grade Natural Beeswax
Leather Polish and Conditioner | Instructables Otter Wax When you buy through our links, Insider may earn an affiliate commission. Learn more.I still vividly remember the time when a TSA agent told me I needed to shine my shoes as he watched them pass through the scanner at the airport. I was mortified. I'm notoriously hard on footwear, so
keeping them looking their best is a constant battle. Thankfully, there are some great products out there to help in this Sisyphean effort. The three product categories covered in this guide are cream polish, wax polish, and conditioner. I also spoke to Tony Pecorella, the owner of Manhattan's Modern Leather Goods, a storied leather care and repair
business that's been around since the 1940s, who explained to me what each product is good for. Conditioner and shoe cream both moisturize the leather, but the cream polish leaves a thin layer of cream that helps blend scratches and scuffs and gives the shoe a medium shine. Wax polish is the best at covering scuffs and scratches and leaves a
higher shine, Pecorella said. For more on our conversation, see the FAQ section below. To narrow down the best shoe polishes, I did some testing at home with products that have gotten high marks from experts and customers. I used them on a single boot or shoe as a before-and-after snapshot to see what kind of coverage, shine, and conditioning
power they had. Other considerations included price, ingredients, and range of colors. Note that these products are for smooth leather, not suede or nubuck.The 5 best shoe polishes in 2021: Saphir Sizing options: 75 ml and 250 ml Modern Leather Goods almost exclusively uses Saphir products and it's not alone. Of the many guides I've read on shoe
care by various industry professionals, nearly all of them list Saphir as the top leather product company and the brand's Renovateur as the best conditioner. I put it to the test on a pair of old cowboy boots I've had for 20 years that have seen a lot of wear and tear, and much less care. The leather greedily soaked in the Renovateur and I could see the
results quickly. The leather had a more regular color, a light shine, and took on a richer brown. According to a company rep, Saphir, a French company founded in 1920, continues to manufacture its products in the same way it did when it was first founded. The ingredient list (and the smell, which is quite pleasant) is closer to what you might find in a
skincare product than what you'd expect to rub on your shoes. The list includes lanolin, beeswax, and mink oil. While expensive at more than $20 for a 75 ml jar, a little goes a long way and it doesn't need to be applied that often, perhaps once a month. If you've invested a chunk of change in your leather footwear, the Renovateur is worth the cost to
help keep your shoes and boots looking their best. Pros: Conditions beautifully, works quickly, and imparts a light shine. Cons: None to speak of Amazon Sizing options: 50 ml and 100 mlSaphir is a hard brand to beat and this is especially true with its wax polish, the Medaille d'Or Pate de Luxe. I used it on a pair of dress shoes I haven't worn in a long
while that were desperately in need of some TLC. The color had faded so badly I thought I might need to use shoe dye. I applied the Pate de Luxe as directed and the polish immediately revitalized the faded color, and didn't require a large amount of product to achieve coverage. Saphir uses a higher concentration of pigment in the Pate de Luxe than
other brands, and it shows. According to the company, you can achieve a high gloss or mirror gloss with the Pate de Luxe and can be used with the Renovateur and a cream polish. Like the Renovateur, the ingredients list mostly reads like a high-end face cream — jojoba, almond, and macadamia oils — plus beeswax, and natural solvents like
turpentine oil. I was able to buff the shoe to a high shine with little effort. I tried it against the Leather Spa Luxury Wax Polish and found it had better coverage and didn't require as much product to achieve similar results and costs about the same price. You can buy a 50 ml tin of the Pate de Luxe for about $12 on Amazon, depending on the color. It
comes in 12 colors. Pros: Beautiful coverage, revitalizes faded color, achieves a high shine, several color optionsCons: None to speak of. Amazon Sizing options: 50 ml Tarrago is a Spanish brand that's been around since 1940 and was the first company to offer water-based polishes back in the 1960s. (It's now owned by the same parent company that
owns Saphir, Alma FRC.) The brand offers a range of nearly 100 colors in the cream polish. The wax polish comes in seven color choices. I used the Tarrago cream polish on a pair of gray leather sneakers that were badly scuffed. The thick cream quickly soaked into the leather and easily covered the various scuff marks. After it dried, I buffed it to a
medium shine. If you're looking for a high shine for your colored shoes, your best bet is to use the Tarrago Cream Polish, followed by a neutral wax polish that can achieve a higher shine. The Tarrago Shoe Cream is available on Amazon for $7. Not all the colors are available on the site. For more color choices, Myshoesupplies.com also carries it for
$3.05, but you'll pay a $4.29 shipping fee for orders under $60. Pros: Huge range of color choices, good coverage. Cons: Doesn't provide a high shine. Amazon Sizing options: 1.55 ouncesMoneysworth & Best is a family-owned Canadian company that started out as a Toronto shoe repair shop in the 1980s. The Shoe Cream is made in Spain from all-
natural ingredients, including lanolin, and various oils, waxes, and pigments. The product comes in more than 30 colors. I used this on two different pairs of beat-up vintage boots. The shoe cream had decent coverage, but it wasn't able to hide some staining. The product has a creamy consistency and soaked into the leather quickly. After buffing, I
was able to get a light shine. While it didn't completely cover the issues on the boots, it did give the leather a more even, smoother appearance and definitely made me feel comfortable wearing the boots in public again. That said, I'd recommend this product for shoes or boots that are still in good condition and don't require a lot of pigment. It's
available for $2.99 for a 1.55-ounce jar. For more colors, Amazon also carries Moneysworth & Best Shoe Cream, but be warned that the pricing varies, with some colors costing around $7 or more. Pros: Good coverage, better price. Cons: I could only achieve a light shine, won't cover all blemishes and stains Pelle Line Sizing options: 50 ml Tarrago's
Self-Shining Kit provides a quick and easy way to revive your shoes with very little time or effort. It contains a sponge applicator on the top that you simply dip into the cream polish and apply to the leather. I used it on a pair of my wife's boots that were moderately scuffed and hadn't been shined in several months. One pass across the leather was all
it took to bring them back to life. It easily covered the scuffs and scratches and produced a medium shine with no buffing. The product contains a high amount of carnauba wax, which provides the instant shine. The wax is derived from the leaves of a Brazilian palm tree. It's sustainably harvested as the trees aren't damaged during processing. While
the Self-Shine kit doesn't come in nearly as many colors as the company's regular shoe cream (there are only about a dozen options), it's a great choice for when you're in a hurry and need to get your shoes in order. I wish I would have used this before I headed through the TSA line all those years ago. The kit is $7.99 for a 50 ml jar. Pros: Fast, easy,
good coverage, and a medium shine. Cons: Not as many color choices as Tarrago's Shoe Cream. Leather Spa Sizing options: 1.4 ounces Leather Spa, the famous New York City-based leather care and repair business, also makes shoe care products, including a shoe cream. Leather Spa has its origins in France and that's where the company's shoe
cream is produced using all-natural ingredients. It doesn't contain any silicone or petroleum products that can end up damaging leather over the long run. I used the cream polish on a pair of my wife's boots. The cream very quickly soaked into the leather, giving it a nice sheen. It had very good coverage, evening out the color, and hiding the scuffs. It
didn't quite cover a small divot in the leather, but as Tony Pecorella stated, a wax polish is better at hiding those kinds of blemishes. I buffed the boots and was able to develop a medium shine. Leather Spa's Shoe Cream is $8.95 for a 1.4-ounce jar. It comes in 34 different colors, which is a major plus for matching shades other than the typical black or
brown.Pros: Moisturizing, evens out the color, hides scuffs and small scratches, many color options. Cons: Can't hide larger blemishes like divots in the leather. Otter Wax Besides conditioner and polish, there are a few basics you'll need to do the job right. A horsehair dauber brush, which typically has a round head that tapers down to the handle, is
good for applying saddle soap to clean the shoes before polishing. Some people also use this type of brush to apply polish. Kiwi makes a good one. A horse hair brush is important for buffing your shoes once you've applied the polish and have let it dry. The brush helps bring out the shine. Kirby Allison makes an outstanding version. Some people like to
use a microfiber cloth for applying conditioner and polish and for a final buff for a higher shine. I personally use old cotton T-shirts cut into strips to apply polish, a trick I've seen professional shoe shiners use.Do I need to clean my shoes before polishing them?Yes. You can take a damp cloth and wipe away any visible dirt. If they're very dirty or have
stains, you can use saddle soap, like Fiebing's, that can be applied using a slightly damp dauber brush. Rub the brush in the soap until you get a light lather and then apply on the shoes. Wipe away with a dry cloth. Now you're ready to condition the shoes followed by shining them.How often should you polish your shoes? "That's the age old question,"
Pecorella said. "It differs by person and wear. If you wear the same shoes every day, once every two to six weeks. If you alternate shoes, maybe once a month to two months. It really is based on the eye test and nobody knows your shoes better than you do."When should I use a wax polish versus a cream polish? According to a Saphir rep I spoke with,
cream polish is more for nourishing and recoloring, while wax polish is for creating a high shine. It's mainly for dress footwear where you want a high gloss.Can wax polish damage my shoes? Tony Pecorella warns that wax polish, unlike cream, doesn't moisturize the leather and can build up over time and dry the leather out. Cream polish won't harm
the leather, even if used frequently. Freelance Reporter, Insider Picks Andrew Amelinckx is a freelance journalist and narrative non-fiction writer represented by Aevitas Creative Management. He covers men's style, cannabis, food, urban ag, and the arts. His newest book about the true crimes that inspired Edgar Allan Poe will be out in... Read More
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